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tion and classification, no longer so in policy and procedure. On 

the other hand, the history of the past year makes one unwillingly 

admire the political solidarity of the Mohammedan as much as one 

deplores the consistent selfishness of the so-called Christian nations. 

Will Mohammedan India, Africa, and Turkey unite to exemplify this 

solidarity still further to the dear cost of the Christian powers ? There 

are signs pointing to this. 

Dr. Lepsius, through Professor Harris, has given to those who have 

ears to hear and a heart to understand, both fact and philosophy of 

great importance. 

Grace N. Kimball. 

Vassar College. 



Impressions of Turkey during Twelve Years' Wandering. 
By W. M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Professor in Aberdeen 
and formerly Fellow of Exeter and of Lincoln College, and 
Professor of Classical Archaeology, Oxford. New York : 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1897. Pp. xvi + 296, 8vo. Cloth, 

Si-75- 

By long training and varied and fruitful experiences as a traveler 
in Asia Minor, Professor Ramsay is peculiarly fitted to speak with 
authority of the different races, tribes, and peoples of western Asia. 
For twelve years the author has devoted from two to six months of his 
summer vacations to patient research and wearisome travel over the 
plains and deserts, and among the mountains and valleys, of Asia 
Minor. 

While searching for traces of ancient civilization, the archaeologist 
was acquiring the official language of the country and learning the 
ways of the people, without which no traveler in the Orient can form 
a correct estimate of the oriental spirit and of oriental institutions. 

The casual traveler or tourist in Turkey generally misconceives the 
spirit and genius of the people and scenes of which he writes. Even 
writers of general repute write worthless and misleading trash when 
attempting an estimate of oriental life, customs, and manners, because 
they lack the requisite knowledge of the people and their language 
and, therefore, have no intelligent sympathy with them, as all who 
attempt to describe an oriental people must have. 

Professor Ramsay is, perhaps, better known to the world by his 
admirable works on The Church in the Roman Empire before A. D. 170; 
St. Paul, the Traveler and the Roman Citizen, and Cities and Bishop- 
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rics of Phrygia. In each of these works he has shown himself an 
indefatigable explorer, and by his painstaking researches in the field, 
and by the well-directed study of his subject, has placed under per- 
petual obligations to himself the whole Christian and civilized world. 

The volume before us is not written from an antiquarian point of 
view, but is a serious, intelligent, and admirable study by a competent 
observer of the people themselves, the village people of Turkey, of the 
manner and method of their daily life and their heritage from a 
remote and venerable past of a network of traditions and customs as 
old as human history. He discovers and paints in living color the 
charm of manner of the old-school Turk, who is, perhaps, a mixed 
descendant of the ancient Phrygians or Pisidians, or some other people 
known to St. Paul. The illiterate peasant, who can neither read nor 
write, is often a good conversationalist. His manner is grave and 
dignified, while his measured speech and well-modulated voice, with 
its rich intonations, are often musical to the ear. 

The peasants of Turkey are tenacious of their customs and tra- 
ditions, and in village life among the mountains of Asia Minor the 
character and leading characteristics of the masses suffer but little 
change from century to century. It is chiefly of these village people 
that the author writes so charmingly. He admires their sturdy, even 
their stolid characteristics, and he loves them for the qualities of their 
honest, hospitable hearts, while he hates the political class for its 
unfathomable corruption and that spirit of savagery which delights in 
human misery. 

Of the fiendish spirit which conceived and directed the recent 
massacres engineered from the palace he writes boldly and without 
bias, but he condemns, with righteous judgment, the selfish spirit of 
the European powers, which, supporting the worst elements in Turkey, 
have made possible and virtually sanctioned a thousand acts of inhu- 
man cruelty, cold-blooded butchery, and brutish outrage upon defense- 
less women and innocent children wherever found. The indiscrimi- 
nate torture and slaughter of Armenians is clearly traced to the 
Mohammedan revival, which, so far as outsiders can learn, began 
about the year 1882, when propagandists were sent throughout the 
Moslem parts of the empire to prepare the Mohammedan mind. The 
author then sees in the revival of Islamism the renewal of the "con- 
flict between the East and West," similar to that which took place 
under Mithridates, and not unlike it in the method, viz., the attempted 
extermination of all who are affected by the western spirit. 
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As to the method of the conflict he truly says : " The means 
whereby Turkish power is restored is always the same — massacre, and 
the preparation consists in preaching that it is a virtue and a merit 
before heaven to slay and spoil the infidels." 

Notwithstanding the plan of extermination conceived and con- 
ducted from the palace, it is clearly shown that the Turkish govern- 
ment could not be administered without the services of its Christian 
secretaries and clerks who fill all the offices where education and a high 
degree of intelligence are required. Many a Turkish official who can 
neither read nor write depends upon his more intelligent and keener- 
witted secretary, who is usually a Greek or an Armenian subject. 

The author's hearty recognition of American explorers will interest 
many on this side of the Atlantic, and of far greater interest to the 
whole Christian world are his high words of praise for the educational 
and religious institutions which the American missionaries, through 
forty years of unceasing and unselfish toil, have built up in the Turkish 
empire. 

In testimony of the high character and permanent value of the 
missionary's work in Turkey, we will let Professor Ramsay speak in 
his own forcible terms in the preface to the American edition : 

" My hope is that this book may do something to produce in America an 
adequate conception of the great educational organizations which the Ameri- 
can missionaries have built up in Turkey with admirable foresight and skill. 
Beginning with a prejudice against their work, I was driven by the force of 
facts and experience to the opinion that the mission has been the strongest, 
as well as most beneficient, influence in causing the movement towards civili- 
zation which has been perceptible in varying degrees among all the peoples of 
Turkey, but which has been zealously opposed and almost arrested by the 
present Sultan, with the support of the six European powers." Again, in 
chap. 9, Professor Ramsay says : " I believe firmly that Robert College 
has done more to render possible a safe solution of the ' Eastern question ' 
in European Turkey than all the ambassadors of all the European powers 
have succeeded in doing to render that solution difficult ; and the reason is 
that the missionary colleges have sought neither to gain anything themselves 
nor to prevent others from gaining anything, whereas the whole aim of the 
diplomacy of every European power has been, first, to prevent any other from 
gaining anything, and, secondly, to achieve some selfish gain." 

People everywhere, interested not only in missions, but all who are 
interested in the cause of humanity struggling for enlightenment, free- 
dom, and righteousness, should read this book from beginning to end, 
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and if they have dwelt long in the land of the " unspeakable Turk," 
they will find little to which they can reasonably take exception. 

Brown. 1 



The Expository Times. Edited by Rev. James Hastings, M.A., 
D.D. Vol. VIII. October, i896-September,;i897. (Edinburgh : T. 
& T. Clark; Si. 50.) The Expository Times fills a place of its own in 
the periodical world. It is ably edited, always informing, never dull, 
and never trivial. The volume for 1897 shows no signs of decline. 
We are interested to observe that the Christian Literature Company of 
New York is hereafter to issue an American edition of it, containing 
all the material of the English edition with additions by American 
editors. — E. D. Burton. 

Congres universel des religions en iqoo. Histoire d'une id6e. Par 
Abb^ Victor Charbonnel. (Paris: Armand Colin et Cie., 1897; pp. 
301; f. 3.) Fired by the thought which inspired the Parliament of 
Religions at Chicago, some generous and enthusiastic souls in France 
caught at the notion of having a similar assemblage in connection with 
the Paris exposition to be held in 1900. Most prominent and zeal- 
ous in this connection was the abb6 V. Charbonnel, who immediately 
began a vigorous propaganda in the reviews and on the platform. 
This book is a summary of the progress of the enterprise up to the 
period of its publication, early in 1897. It contains the principal ideas 
and arguments urged by the abbe\ letters and articles written by others 
in opposition to the project or in defense of it, and an account of the 
experiences which the abb£ met with in his talks and addresses in 
various parts of Europe. Its chief interest lies, perhaps, not in the 
principal topic, though nowhere can one find in more condensed form 
arguments for and against a congress of religions of which Christianity 
forms a part. The main subject which attracts the reader is the reve- 
lation made of the spirit and attitude of members of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy toward each other. Continental Catholicism is shown 
up in no pleasant light — the envy, bitterness, hatred, and double- 
dealing appearing in the documents gathered here and in the frank 
comments and explanations of the compiler of these documents. 
Since this book was written, the abb6 Charbonnel has left the Roman 

* For obvious reasons the editors in this case make an exception to their rule, and 
publish the review under a nam de plume. 



